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15/02/2021 

 
 
Mr. Romani Rose 

Chairman of the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma 
 

 

Dear Romani, 

 

As discussions regarding the future of The Sinti and Roma Memorial, in the face of the 
metro plan continue, I would like to make some clarifications about my design of the site 
that are critical for any decision regarding the planning of the metro line.  

As always in my works, the design of The Sinti and Roma Memorial is tightly bound to its 
location and surroundings. My wish was to create a place for self-reflection, which will 
honor the memory of those who perished under the Nazi regime. I found the glade in the 
Tiergarten as an appropriate location for the memorial as it was surrounded by trees which 
isolate it from the busy city, thus creating a quiet atmosphere, ideal for contemplation and 
meditation. 

The trees surrounding the glade are one of the most important elements in the memorial. 
The memorial was planned in relation to the trees enclosing it, which create a unique 
environment of tranquility in the heart of the city. This was necessary for allowing the 
visitors a site of reflection and remembrance. The trees are an integral part of the 
memorial and a crucial element of the atmosphere I wished to create. If the trees will be 
altered in any way - the glade itself will lose its qualities and the unique atmosphere of the 
memorial will be damaged. Any change to the trees will destroy the isolation from the city 
and will drastically harm the memorial’s function as a site of contemplation and meditation.  

I wish to emphasize that, as in all my works, the memorial is a site-specific environmental 
sculpture. It is composed not only of the basin but includes the whole site with the different 
elements that comprise it - the paving stones, the glass panels, the sound, the vegetation, 
and the location. It is a holistic and total experience that involves all the senses. 

Another critical issue is the risk to the access path leading to the underground room. The 
room is necessary for the operation of what is the beating heart of the memorial: the 
flower. The flower symbolizes the unmarked graves of the Sinti and Roma who were 
murdered by the Nazi regime, as wildflowers were their only tombstone. That was what led 
me to choose a wildflower as the centerpiece of the memorial. The design of the whole 
memorial evolved from the flower and from my wish to display it and keep it safe. The 
basin was designed in order to frame the flower and to protect it from the people who walk 
through the Tiergarten. 
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The flower, placed at the center of the basin, is replaced every day using the underground 
room. It functions as a clock, marking the passing time – and as the pulse of the site. The 
flower is the heart of the memorial and gives it its significance and life. Without it, all the 
other elements lose their meaning and effect. 

Disabling the use of the access path to the room in a way that will prevent the daily 
replacement of the flower - even for one day - is not acceptable. It will destroy the meaning 
of the memorial. Creating an alternative access path is a solution I am willing to consider, 
but only if it will be ready to operate before the original path is disabled, so that there 
would not be any disturbance of the ritual, not even for a single day.  

I appreciate the attempts to try and find a possible solution for the metro line, but the ideas 
that were presented to me so far are not an option, as they will gravely alter the memorial. 
For all the reasons I detailed here and many more I mentioned in previous discussions, I 
insist that the memorial cannot be subjected to any alternations which might put its 
atmosphere or meaning at risk, and that another solution must be found. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dani Karavan 

 
 
 
 
 

Copy to: 
 
Prof. Monika Grütters, Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media 
Dr. Wolfgang Schäuble, President of the German Bundestag 
Dr. Hans-Peter Friedrich, Vice-President of the German Bundestag, CDU/CSU 
Wolfgang Kubicki, Vice-President of the German Bundestag 
Petra Pau, Vice-President of the German Bundestag 
Claudia Roth, Vice-President of the German Bundestag 
Regine Günther, Senator for the Environment, Transport and Climate Protection 
Klaus Lederer, Senator for Culture and Europe  
Michael Müller, Mayor of Berlin  
Stephan Van Dassel, District Mayor of Berlin Mitte  
Alexander Kaczmarek, Deutsche Bahn 
Uwe Neumärker, Director of the Foundation Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe  
 
 

 


